SECTIONAL  AGITATION. 


t 

i 


REMARKS 

OF 

HON.  D.  S.  DICKINSON,  OF 


NEW 


IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  JANUARY  17,  1850, 

Upon  Mr.  Clemens’s  Resolutions  calling  for  the  Instructions  of  the  President  concern¬ 
ing,  California ;  with  a  sketch  of  the  Debate  on  that  day. 


Mr.  SMITH.  There  are  on  the  table  several 
resolutions  calling  for  information  from  the  De¬ 
partments.  I  suppose  they  will  not  lead  to  any 
debate.  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to  the  Senate 
the  other  day,  two  resolutions  of  this  kind,  and  my 
friend  from  New  York  [Mr.  Dickinson]  also  sub-  ; 
milted  one  or  more.  1  am  desirous  that  they 
should  be  taken  up  and  adopted.  I  will  move  that 
they  be  taken  up  in  the  order  in  which  they  have 
been  offered. 

The  first  resolution  in  order — the  one  that  was 
first  offered — is  that  relating  to  California.  It  was 
read  by  the  Secretary  as  follows: 

Resolved ,  Thai  the  President  of  the  L'mted  States  here-  j 
quested  to  inform  the  Senate,  as  early  as  practicable,  wheth¬ 
er  any  person  has  been  by  him  appointed  civil  or  military 
Governor  of  California  since  the  4th  day  of  March  last ;  and,  , 
if  so,  who  has  so  been  appointed,  and  what  compensation 
has  been  allowed  him. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  stated  the  other  day  that  I  j; 
thought  it  probable  that  the  information  called  for 
by  this  resolution  would  be  furnished  in  answer 
to  the  resolution  which  has  been  adopted  by  the 
House  of  Representatives.  If  this  should  be  the 
case,  it  would  be  unnecessary  to  adopt  this  reso¬ 
lution;  and  I  thought  it  better  therefore  to  wait 
and  see  the  answer  to  that  inquiry. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  trust  the  resolution  will  be 
adopted.  If  the  answer  made  to  the  House  cover 
the  entire  subject,  it  will  be  a  very  small  affair — a 
matter  of  very  little  difficulty  to  send  a  copy  of  it  , 
to  us.  *  / 

Mr.  SMITH.  But  I  desire  to  state,  for  the  in-  i 
formation  of  the  Senator  and  Senate,  that  I  under¬ 
stand  from  a  source  of  information  upon  which  I 
can  rely,  that  a  most  explicit  communication  has 
been  made  to  the  House  of  Representatives  on  j 
this  entire  subject,  and  that  the  President  and  , 
heads  of  Departments  have  been  so  particular  as 
to  communicate  copies  of  every  single  scrap  or 
scrawl  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  archives  relating  j 
to  this  subject,  so  that  the  honorable  Senator  will  ; 
probably  learn  and  be  fully  satisfied  as  to  the 
truth  of  what  I  regard  to  be  a  most  unfounded 
imputation  on  Lite  President  and  the  piesent  Ad¬ 
ministration. 

I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  •  I  hope  the  Senator  will  with¬ 
draw  the  motion  for  a  moment,  in  order  to  allow 
me  an  opportunity  to  say  only  a  word  or  two  in 
-  reply. 

Mr.  SMITH.  Certainly. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  made  no  charge;  I  made 
no  insinuation  of  improper  conduct  against  this 
Administration.  I  merely  referred  to  the  fact, 
which  is  well  known  to  the  country — which  is  j 
well  known  to  every  Senator  here — that  the  news¬ 


paper  press  throughout  the  country  has  been  dis¬ 
cussing  this  question,  and  that  imputations  are 
made  against  the  Administration  for  improper 
interference  to  coerce  public  opinion,  and  suppress 
its  free  expression  in  California.  I  know  not 
whether  these  charges  are  true  or  not.  I  have 
seen  no  evidence  that  justifies  the  belief  that  they 
are  true. 

Mr.  SMITH.  With  regard  to  raising  the  cur¬ 
tain,  all  I  have  to  say  is,  that  it  has  already  been 
raised  once,  and  whether  the  honorable  Senator 
will  be  able  to  see  any  more  clearly  by  having 
another  effort  made  to  raise  it,  is  a  matter  in  regard 
to  which  it  is  very  difficult  for  me  to  form  an  opin¬ 
ion.  I  have  not  said,  Mr.  President,  that  the  proc¬ 
lamation  issued  by  General  Riley  was  improper. 
I  have  not  said  that  anything  done  by  him  while 
acting  under  the  authority  of  the  late  Administra¬ 
tion  was  in  the  slightest  degree  reprehensible. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  do  not  know  where  he  got 
his  authority  for  saying  that  no  orders  had  reached 
him,  because  I  know  of  no  one  who  could  know 
that  fact  but  General  Riley  himself  and  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  in  correspondence  with  General  Ri¬ 
ley.  I  do  not  know  either  how  the  Senator  from 
Connecticut  was  authorized  to  say  that  the  Ad¬ 
ministration  have  sent  to  the  ether  House  a  copy 
of  every  letter,  dispatch,  scrap,  or  word  that  the 
Administration  have  written  and  sent  upon  this 
subject,  unless  he  spoke  by  the  authority  of  the 
Administration. 

Mr.  CLAY.  I  really,  sir,  have  no  wish  to  in¬ 
terfere  in  this  contest  between  the  two  honorable 
Senators — the  Senator  from  Connecticut  and  the 
Senator  from  Illinois. 

It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  pretty  equal  combat;  for, 
if  the  honorable  Senator  from  Connecticut  has  the 
advantage  in  size,  as  he  certainly  has,  the  honora¬ 
ble  Senator  from  Illinois  has  undoubtedly  greatly 
the  advantage  in  position,  and  makes  up  by  that 
for  any  difference  there  may  be  in  point  of  size 
between  the  two  Senator*. 

Air.  CLEMENS.  I  hope  no  Senator  will  be 
influenced  in  his  action  on  this  subject  by  any  de- 
site  to  extend  courtesy  to  me.  I  ask  nothing  of  the 
kind  at  the  hands  of  any  man.  I  desire  them  to 
vote  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  judg¬ 
ment,  and  to  understand,  too,  what  they  are  voting 
for.  It  has  become  so  much  the  fashion  here  to  dis¬ 
cuss  everything  but  the  precise  question  before  the 
Senate,  that  it  has  come  to  be  regarded  as  the  reg¬ 
ular  practice  and  custom,  and  the  Senator  who 
objects  to  it  is  considered  captious  and  ill-natured  * 
The  question  is  not  now  whether  this  resoluti.on 
shall  be  adopted,  or  whether  I  or  any  body  else  is 
in  favor  of  it;  or  even  whether  we  want  the  inform- 
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ation  proposed  to  be  obtained.  That  is  not  now  ' 
the  question.  It  was  the  question  the  other  day,  • 
however,  and  the  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr. 
Douglas]  voted  against  it.  It  is  his  fault  that  the 
information  has  not  been  furnished  to  the  Senate; 
and  I  must  be  permitted  to  express  my  surprise  at 
the  new-born  zeal  to  obtain  it  which  seems  to  ani¬ 
mate  him  now.  Why  did  he  not  vote  for  its 
adoption  a?  the  time  he  caused  it  to  be  laid  on  the 
table  ?  Who  prolonged  this  matter,  and  prevented 
us  from  receiving  this  information  before  this  time  ? 
It  was  the  Senator  from  Illinois.  He  moved  to 
lay  it  on  the  table,  and  his  vote  carried  it  there.  I 
say  the  question  is  not  now  whether  we  want  this 
information,  or  whether  it  is  necessary,  or  will  be 
of  public  utility,  but  whether  it  has  riot  already 
been  furnished  to  the  House  of  Representatives; 
and,  if  so,  is  it  not  an  unnecessary  requirement  to 
call  upon  the  Departments  again  to  furnish  it  to 
us?  That,  sir,  is  the  only  question  here  now.  I 
think  it  is  very  probable  that  the  information  has 
been  already  furnished,  and  I  want  the  resolution 
passed  by  now  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
whether  it  has  or  not. 

I  move,  Mr.  President,  that  the  resolutions  be 
laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  claim  the  privilege  of  ma¬ 
king  a  single  remark.  As  an  act  of  courtesy,  will 
the  Senator  from  Alabama  give  me  the  opportu¬ 
nity,  by  withdrawing  his  motion? 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  No, sir. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  ask  the  privilege,  then,  of  I 
the  Senate,  as  an  act  of  courtesy. 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  There  is  no  way 
of  obtaining  what  the  Senator  desires,  except  by 
a  vote  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  DOE>GE,  of  Iowa.  I  ask,  then,  sir,  a  vote 
of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  KING.  I  hope  my  colleague  will  with¬ 
draw  his  motion,  and  allow  the  Senator  from  Illi¬ 
nois  to  proceed. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  Very  well; at  the  suggestion 
of  my  colleague,  I  will  withdraw  the  motion. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  1  will  not  -say  that  [  regret — 
though  i  did  not  expect — yes,  I  do  regret  that  the 
honorable  Senator  from  Alabama  has  given  the 
turn  to  this  matter  which  he  has.  He  has  charged 
me  with  being  responsible  for  the  delay  of  this 
subject,  because  the  other  day,  when  he  was 
anxious  to  have  it  acted  on,  1  moved  to  1,  y  the 
resolution  on  the  table ,  at  the  same  time  assuring 
him  (hat  1  would  move  to  take  it  up  in  an  hour. 
The  reason  I  gave  was,  that  it  had  come  up  acci¬ 
dentally  on  a  motion  of  mine  to  suspend  the  order 
<if  the  day  to  get  at  the  consideration  of  another 
subject;  but  I  pledged  myself  that  I  would  move 
to  take  it  up  in  an  hour,  and  would  vote  for  it. 
With  what  fairness,  then,  can  the  honorable  Sen¬ 
ator  from  Alabama  charge  me  with  having  post¬ 
poned  it  to  this  time,  and  with  having  caused  this 
•delay?  Can  he  with  fairness  charge  me  with  hav¬ 
ing  voted  against  this  inquiry,  when  he  heard  me, 
and  every  Senator  heard  me,  offer  to  vote  to  take 
it  up  in  an  hour;  especially  when  I  went  to  him  in 
fifteen  minutes  and  offered  to  move  to  take  it  up, 
and  he  told  me  he  did  not  want  me  to  do  it,  be¬ 
cause  it  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  sectional  north¬ 
ern  vote,  and  he  wanted  to  prove  and  use  that  fact 
at  the  South — that  the  North  would  not  allow  the 
South  to  have  an  honest  investigation  of  this  mat¬ 
ter?  He  had  accomplished  his  object,  he  said.  I 
told  him,  if  he  had  accomplished  his  object,  that  I 
had  not  accomplished  mine,  ami  that  l  desired  to 


see  the  resolution  adopted.  Hence,- 1  expected 
that  yesterday,  when  the  subject  might  have  been 
brought  up,  the  Senator  would  let  it  go  over,  and  I 
expect  he  will  do  so  again.  I  wish  to  show  that 
Senator  that  my  object  has  never  been  conceal¬ 
ment.  I  am  anxious  to  see  this  resolution  adopted, 
that  it  may  n*ot  be  said  in  the  South  that  the  North, 
as  a  section,  has  stifled  investigation  on  this  sub¬ 
ject.  That  was  my  object  to-day  in  laboring  hard 
to  get  it  up,  and  I  was  astonished  that  the  Senator 
from  Connecticut  did  not  understand  the  move¬ 
ment  that  was  playing  and  going  on.  It  has  been 
a  mutter  of  by-play  which  I  have  understood  all 
the  time. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  Understood  what? 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Understood  that  the  Senator 
from  Alabama  did  not  desire  to  have  that  vote  re¬ 
versed,  because  he  wanted  to  hold  me  to  my  vote 
to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.  This  was  under¬ 
stood  by  Senators  all  around  me. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  never  heard  of  such  an  un¬ 
derstanding.  When  the  gentleman  speaks  of  Sen¬ 
ators  all  around,  may  I  be  permitted  to  say  that  he 
takes  in  too  many. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  The  remark  is  certainly  too 
broad. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi.  It  has  not  reached 
as  far  as  my  seat.  I  have  not  understood  it. 

Mr.  BORLAND,  I  wish  to  say  that  it  did  not 
reach  even  as  far  as  this  spot. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  Well,  I  will  explain.  Sev¬ 
eral  Senators  came  to  me — I  do  not  know  how  K 
many — and  said  they  believed  many  were  willing 
this  should  be  regarded  as  laid  on  the  table,  and 
kept  there  by  northern  votes.  1  was  willing  tt> 
reverse  the  vote  of  the  other  day.  Other  Senators, 
so  far  as  I  had  spoken  to  them,  desired  to  show  on 
the  record  that  they  were  not  unwilling  that  the 
investigation  should  be  made.  And  when  it  was 
whispered  in  private  circles  and  here,  that  the 
North  had  been  caught,  and  that  it  would  be  held 
up  as  a  sectional  vote  against  allowing  this  inves¬ 
tigation,  several  Senators  spoke  to  me,  and  desired 
to  have  the  question  taken  up. 

Mr.  KING.  I  had  no  intention  of  saying  a 
word  on  this  subject.  I  much  regret  the  course 
this  debate  has  taken.  1  had  supposed  that  it  was 
the  wish  of  my  colleague  that  this  subject  should 
be  taken  up  and  finally  acted  on,  and  l  was  not 
aware  that  he  desired  any  postponement  of  it.  It 
will  be  well  recollected  that,  when  it  was  taken  up 
the  other  day,  I  appealed  to  my  colleague  that  he 
would  permit  it  to  go  over  until  the  next  day,  so 
thht  we  might  go  into  executive  session,  as  there 
was  some  business  necessary  to  be  acted  on. 

As  to  the.  disposition  manifested  by  any  portion 
of  the  Senate  with  regard  to  this  subject,  of  which 
the  Senator  from  Illinois  $as  spoken,  I  myself 
knew  nothing;  and  if  the  Senator  has  been  told 
that  there  was  any  disposition  on  the  part  of  any 
southern  man  to  press  this  resolution  with  a  view 
to  effect  ari  object  different  from  what  it  expresses,  * 
let  him  name  him. 

M r.  DOUGLAS.  I  went  to  the  seat  of  the  Sen¬ 
ator  from  Alabama,  just  after  the  vote  was  taken 
the  other  day,  in  the  kindest  feeling,  and  said  to 
him  that  l  would  move  to  take  up  his  resolution 
at  the  earliest  period  on  that  day.  He  said  to  me 
that  his  object  was  accomplished;  that  it  was  laid 
on  the  table  by  an  almost  unanimous  northern 
vote;  his  object  was  thereby  accomplished,  and 
he  desired  the  South  to  understand  the  matter.  I 
said  that  mine  was  not,  and  that  he  ought  not  to 
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make  such  a  use  of  my  motion,  because  he  knew 
I  only  desired  to  lay  it  on  the  table  temporarily. 
He  replied,  you  may  have  done  so,  but  you  are  |! 
the  only  one.  I  was  desirous,  from  that  fact,  that 
it  should  be  taken  up,  and  to  have  that  vote  re¬ 
versed,  so  that  no  such  use  might  be  made  of  it, 
and  I  desired  also  to  have  it  taken  up,  because  I  j 
think  the  resolution  should  be  adopted. 

Mr.  KING.  My  course  in  this  body  is  well  jj 
understood.  I  have  never  concealed  my  purpose,  j. 
but  have  gone  straight  forward  to  my  object,  fair-  jj 
ly,  honestly,  openly.  I  have  no  desire  to  have  jj 
any  vote  taken  here  which  would  array  one  section  ! 
of  the  Union  against  the  other,  or  induce  the  inv  jj 
pression  that  a  portion  of  the  Senators  were  actu-  |i 
ated  by  sectional  prejudice  or  any  improper  motive,  jj 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  honorable  Senator  will  j| 
allow  me  to  call  his  attention  to  the  facts.  I  moved  jj 
to  take  up  the  resolution  because  I  thought  it  was  jj 
due  to  the  Administration  and  to  the  country  that  jj 
it  should  be  adopted.  I  therefore  advocated  its  j 
adoption  this  morning  for  public  reasons,  and  I  !; 
should  never  have  alluded  to  the  private  reasons,  j! 
had  not  the  Senator  from  Alabama  charged  on  me  jj 
that  I  was  the  cause  of  the  postponement.  There  ij 
were  public  causes  for  my  course,  but  this  fact  was  jj 
private  and  personal  besides. 

Mr.  KING.  I  cannot  but  regret  that  there  is  a  j 
disposition  to  indulge  in  personalities  here.  It  jj 
should  always  be  avoided,  for  it  leads  to  no  bene-  j, 
ficial  results.  I  hope  and  trust  we  shall  have  fewer 
exhibitions  of  this  character  hereafter.  I  say  this,  jj 
while  I  probably  subject  myself  to  the  censure  of  ij 
attempting  to  lecture  the  Senate,  which  I  would  be  jj 
very  far  from  doing.  I  soeak  as  a  Senator  who  ij 
has  been  here  many  years,  and  as  one  always  jj 
anxious  to  see  the  members  of  this  body  preserve  j 
that  decorum  and  kindness  towards  each  other  jj 
which  secures  to  the  body  the  respect  in  which  it  | 
is  held  throughout  the  country  and  the  world. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  merely  meant  those  Sena¬ 
tors  around  me — those  who  had  spoken  to  me  on  jj 
this  subject.  j! 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  ne-  i 
cessary  that  I  should  say  more  in  relation  to  the  | 
merits  of  this  question,  but  there  is  a  matter  be-  ;j 
tween  the  Senator  from  Illinois  and  myself  which  jj 
requires  that  something  should  be  said  by  myself.  Ij 
And  I  take  occasion  to  say  that  a  Senator  who  un-  j; 
dertakes  to  retail  private  conversation  ought  to  be  jj 
cautious  what  he  says  in  relation  to  it,  because  if  it  jj 
should  happen  that  the  memory  of  the  individual  j 
and  his  own  should  differ,  he  might  find  himself  jj 
awkwardly  situated.  But  he  runs  no  risk  in  re-  j 
tailing  what  I  said.  My  lips  avow  what  I  do,  and  i 
my  hand  is  ready  to  defend  it.  I  said  to  the  Sen-  jl 
a]or  from  Illinois  pretty  much  what  he  has  related,  1 
and  something  besides,  which  he  has  not  told.  I 
did  tell  him  when  he  came  to  me  and  offered  to  j 
make  a  motion  to  take  up  this  resolution  from  the  j 
table,  that  I  did  not  want  his  help.  I  did  tell  him  j 
also  that  the  North  had  proved  what  I  always 
knew — that  the  northern  Democrats  wanted  to 
shield  the  President  from  this  investigation,  be¬ 
cause  the  slavery  question  was  involved  in  it. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  I  disavow,  for  myself,  any 
such  imputation,  that  I  gave  a  vote  for  any  such  j 
purpose.  j 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  The  gentleman  is  perfectly  i 
at  liberty  to  disavow  it  if  he  sees  proper.  I  repeat  ! 
that  I  said  it,  and  I  say  it  now,  and  I  am  respon¬ 
sible  for  what  I  say,  sir;  that  the  people  of  the 
Northern  States  were  willing  to  shield  the 'Presi¬ 


dent  from  this  investigation,  because  the  question 
of  slavery  was  involved  in  it;  that  on  a  resolution 
of  this  sort  the  entire  body  of  the  northern  democ¬ 
racy  were  found  voting  against  it.  I  told  him 
that  I  wanted  to  show  to  the  people  of  the  South 
that  the/  were  laboring  under  a  delusion. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  will  thank  the  Senator 
not  to  read  me  out  of  the  party.  I  voted  against 
the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  beg  your  pardon,  sir.  1 
said  the  people  of  the  South  had  been  heretofore 
laboring  under  the  delusion  that  the  northern 
Democrats  were  their  friends.  I  said  it  was  a  de¬ 
lusion,  and  I  was  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
explaining  it  to  them.  God  deliver  me  from  such 
friends  as  the  northern  Democrats!  I  would 
rather  trust  northern  Whigs  to-day.  They  com¬ 
menced  the  game  earlier,  and  have  not  to  go  so  far 
to  get  in  a  proper  position.  Look  at  the  resolu¬ 
tions  of  Democratic  Legislatures  and  the  messages 
of  Democratic  Governors,  and  the  resolutions 
adopted  by  Democratic  conventions,  and  then  tell 
me  about  northern  Democrats  being  the  friends  of 
the  South.  They  may  vote  in  a  body  for  the 
adoption  of  this  resolution  if  they  choose,  but  it 
will- do  us  no  good;  because  a  similar  resolution 
has  already  been  adopted  in  the  House,  and  this 
investigation  must  go  on.  They  come  forward 
now,  with  their  aid,  when  we  can  afford  to  dis¬ 
pense  with  it.  They  tell  us  now  they  are  willing 
to  adopt  the  resolution,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Illinois  says  it  is  necessary  to  put  himself  in  a  right 
position.  What  is  that  position?  It  is  to  enable 
him  to  go  before  the  country  and  to  tell  the  South 
that  he  is  still  a  friend  of  the  South,  and  to  deceive 
them  a  little  longer.  That  is  the  position  of  the 
northern  Democrats.  Put  them  to  the  test,  put. 
something  practical  before  them,  and  where  is  the 
aid  which  we  get  from  the  northern  Democracy  ? 

The  junior  Senator  from  Illinois  [Mr.  Shields] 
has  seen  proper  to  disavow  a  declaration  made  by 
me  in  terms  which  I  suppose  were  meant  to  be_ 
offensive.  I  repeat,  therefore,  for  his  especial 
benefit,  what  I  said  before,  that  I  am  responsible 
here  and  elsewhere. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  I  call  the  gentleman  to 
order.  I  wish  to  say  that  in  debate  such  personal 
remarks  should  not  be  allowed. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  Will  the  Senator  from  Ala¬ 
bama  allow  me - 

The  VICE  PRESIDENT.  What  is  the  point 
of  order? 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi.  The  point  of  or¬ 
der  is  to  exclude  all  personal  remarks,  and  I  hope 
it  will  be  enforced. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  Will  my  friend  from  Alabama 
allow  me? 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  Certainly,  sir. 

Mr.  FOOTE.  1  hope  my  friend  from  Alabama 
will  allow  me  to  say  to  him  that  I  am  sure  one  or 
two  of  his  remarks  must  have  fallen  from  him 
without  due  deliberation,  as  I  know  is  the  case 
with  myself  often  in  the  heat  of  debate,  and  as  1 
believe  is  the  case  with  himself  on  this  occasion, 

I  have  been  here  for  some  time,  and  1  have  had  free 
and  unreserved  intercourse  with  certain  northern 
Democrats,  whom  I  esteem,  and  whom  I  hope  my 
friend  from  Alabama  will  hereafter  have  cause  to 
esteem  also.  1  could  mention  a  great,  many  names 
to  him  whose  merits  he  would  recognize  at  once. 

That  many  friends  have  fallen  off  from  us  in  the 
North  is  true;  but  perhaps  the  South  herself  has 
not  always  stood  by  her  friends  in  the  North. 
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But  we  have  very  many  faithful,  tried  friends; 
some  who  have  fallen  victims  to  fanaticism  whilst 
valiantly  fighting;  for  southern  rights.  There  are 
some  in  this  Chamber  who  have  always  stood  no¬ 
bly  by  us,  and  who  manifested  even  Roman  firm¬ 
ness,  and  will  do  'so  yet,  I  know.  And  there  are 
men  out  of  this  Chamber,  whom  I  could  name — 
such  men  as  George  M.  Dallas,  James  Buchanan, 
Levi  Woodbury,  and  a  host  of  others,  good  men 
and  true — for  whose  fidelity  and  firmness  I  would 
vouch  as  soon  as  I  would  for  any  southern  man. 

Mr.  BUTLER.  I  heard  all  that  passed,  and  I 
am  satisfied  that  the  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr. 
Shields,]  when  he  rose  to  make  the  disavowal 
which  he  did,  did  not  intend  anything  offensive 
to  the  Senator  from  Alabama,  and  I  say  so  with¬ 
out  having  conversed  with  him. 

Mr.  SHIELDS.  You  are  right,  sir.  I  intended 
to  make  the  explanation  which  the  honorable  Sen¬ 
ator  from  South  Carolina  has  made.  I  agree  with 
the  Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr.  King,]  that  all 
personalities  are,  in  my  estimation,  disreputable  to 
this  body,  and  I  rose  with  an  object,  so*  far  from 
saying  anything  offensive,  with  the  express  desire 
to  satisfy  the  Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clemens] 
that  in  giving  my  vote  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the 
table,  I  did  it  without  any  intention  whatever  to 
affect  the  question  of  slavery  in  the  South  or  abo¬ 
lition  in  the  North.  I  knew  of  no  such  intention; 
and  I  now  assure  that  gentleman  that  I  had  no 
wish  to  say  anything  offensive  to  him  or  any  other 
member  of  this  body. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  hon¬ 
orable  Senator’s  statement.  I  am  glad  that  this 
episode  is  happily  ended;  and  to  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Mississippi  I  will  take  occasion  to 
say  that  there  is  no  man  in  this  body  for  whom  1 
have  a  more  sincere  respect  or  kinder  feelings. 
He  has,  as  he  has  a  right  to  do,  presumed  on  an 
acquaintance  of  long  standing  and  many  acts  of 
kindness  extended  to  me,  to  set  me  right,  as  he 
says,  in  this  matter.  I  may  not  be  right  in  saying 
that  the  entire  body  of  the  northern  Democracy 
are  against  us,  but  1  am  not  wrong  in  saying  that 
there  is  not  a  Legislature,  Democratic  or  Whig, 
north  of  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line,  that  has  not  in¬ 
structed  its  Senators  to  do  what  the  Legislature  of 
my  State  has  declared  to  be  a  cause  for  the  disso- 
1  ution  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  DODGE,  of  Iowa.  You  are  wrong.  The 
Legislature  of  my  State  has  never  done  it. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  am  glad  that  there  are  some 
of  them  who  have  not  done  so.  But  there  are 
representatives  here  who  do  not  need  to  be  in¬ 
structed.  It  is  true,  however,  sir,  that - 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi.  Will  my  friend 
allow  me  to  interpose  a  single  remark  ? 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  Certainly. 

Mr.  DAVIS.  M  would  say,  then,  and  l  say  it 
to  him  with  the  more  confidence  on  account  of  the 
high  regard  I  have  for  him,  and  the  sympathy  I 
have  in  his  present  position.  I  am  rnyself  subject 
to  the  same  feelings  of  excitement,  and  especially 
on  this  subject.  It  is  a  subject  on  which  we  all 
feel,  and  feel  deeply,  and  on  which  we  are  apt  to 
speak  strongly.  But  is  it  well  to  reopen  the  wounds 
which  have  already  been  inflicted  in  this  sectional 
strife  to  the  Union  ?  Is  it  well  to  point  to  the 
wrong-doings  of  others,  that  [hey  may  recriminate 
on  us,  and  widen  the  breach  which  already  exists, 
and  increase  the  danger  which  already  threatens 
us  ?  I  ask  my  friend  to  calm  himself,  in  order  that 
his  remarks  may  only  be  applicable  to  so  much  of 


this  discussion  as  ha3  a  bearing  on  his  position  in 
connection  with  this  resolution. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  will  take  the  suggestion  of 
j  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi,  and  let  the  matter 
!  pass.  I  will  say,  then,  in  relation  to  the  only  mat¬ 
ter  which  should  have  been  discussed, and  the  only 
matter  legitimately  before  the  Senate,  and  the  only 
matter  that  I  have  been  anxious  to  say  anything 
about,  that  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  now  is 
unnecessary;  as  the  information  it  seeks  is  already 
obtained  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  it 
is  not  necessary  that  it  shall  be  copied  over  again 
and  sent  to  us.  My  object  was  to  get  early  in¬ 
formation,  and  we  failed  to  get  it.  Upon  the  mo¬ 
tion  of  the  gentleman  from  Illinois,  no  matter  from 
whatever  cause  it  was  made,  it  was  his  motion 
and  his  vote  which  caused  its  postponement,  and 
in  consequence  of  that  we  have  failed  to  get  the 
information  at  the  time  we  desired.  He  says  he 
made  the  motion  because  there  were  resolutions  on 
file  which  he  wanted  to  have  adopted,  as  they  could 
l}e  without  producing  discussion;  the  same  state 
of  the  case  applies  now.  There  are  resolutions 
that  it  was  desired  to  get  at  this  morning  for  pre¬ 
cisely  the  same  reason.  There  is  the  stronger 
reason  that  then  the  information  had  not  been  fur¬ 
nished  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  but  now 
it  has.  I  move  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 
and  I  give  notice  that  I  will  not  withdraw  that  mo¬ 
tion  again. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  hope  the  honoreble  Sen¬ 
ator  will  withdraw  it  to  allow  me  to  make  an  ex- 
!  planation. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  will  do  so  if  it  is  a  personal 
matter. 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  It  is  partly  personal  and 
!  partly  political. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  Then  1  will  not  withdraw 
I  the  motion. 

|  Mr.  DICKINSON.  I  will  then  appeal  to  the  Sen¬ 
ate,  and  ask  as  a  favor  that  it  be  not  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table,  and  it  was  rejected. 

Mr.  DICKINSON,  I  have  taken  no  part  in  this 
debate,  Mr.  President,  and  l  regret  that  it  has 
arisen,  and  especially  that  it  has  passed  beyond  its 
own  boundaries.  In  the  hour  which  is  usually  ap¬ 
propriated  to  morning  business,  I  was  engaged  in 
attendingto  my  correspondence,  which  is  my  cus¬ 
tom,  and  I  therefore  paid  but  little  attention  to  this 
matter.  B^ut  some  things  have  fallen  from  honor¬ 
able  Senators  during  this  debate,  and  especially 
from  the  junior  Senator  from  Alabama,  [Mr. 
Clemens,]  which  require  not  only  to  be  noticed, 
but  to  be  noticed  here  and  now.  Sir,  that  Sena¬ 
tor  when  he  undertakes  to  characterize  the  senti¬ 
ments  of  whole  communities,  and  the  opinions  of 
entire  bodies  of  men,  comprising  a  large  majority 
of  the  people  of  this  Union,  enters  upon  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  a  work  which  might  well  have  been  left 
to  older,  if  not  to  better  soldiers.  In  regard  to  this 
matter,  Mr.  President,  though  I  have  done  no 
more  than  others,  l  think  I  may  say,  without  the 
fear  of  contradiction,  or  of  being  charged  with  un¬ 
necessary  egotism,  that  I  have  stood  up  to  it  upon 
all  occasions.  I  long  since  saw  that  it  wasaques- 
j  tion  fraught  with  perilous  consequences.  I  saw 
!  that  there  was  an  evil  spirit  of  sectionalism  rising 
both  in  the  North  and  in  the  South,  having  for 
its  object  agitation  for  sectional  advantages,  and  I 
havecondernned  it  secretly  and  openly — in  thought, 
word,  and  deed.  I  never  have  lent  myself  to  such 
unholy  and  wicked  designs,  and  if  God  gives 
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me  that  strength  which  he  has  thus  far  in  mercy  j 
extended  me,  I  here  declare  again,  where  it  should  > 
be  declared,  that  I  never  will,  but  that  I  will  lend  ji 
my  best  energies  to  crush  and  destroy  it.  I  have  j 
stood  here  under  the  sanctions  of  an  official  oath  J 
and  the  requisitions  of  the  Constitution  like  Casa-  | 
bianca  upon  this  question,  which  has  so  unfortu-  ' 
nately,  to  say  the  least,  agitated  the  country  for 
the  last  few  years,  and  here  I  will  stand,  even  j 
though  immolation  be  the  consequence.  Others, 
too,  of  my  northern  democratic  brethren  have  1 
shown  no  less  devotion  to  the  Constitution  they 
have  sworn  to  support.  I  have  stood  up,  not  for  : 
the  South,  but  for  the  rights  of  all,  as  guarantied  j 
by  the  Constitution.  I  have  disregarded  personal  j 
consequence,  and  have  scorned  to  count  the 
•chances  of  ephemeral  popularity  and  place.  I 
have  permitted  reproach  and  obloquy  to  discharge 
on  me  their  exhaustless  quivers  of  poisoned  ar¬ 
row’s,  that  1  might  secure  the  right;  and  when  1 
hear  myself,  and  those  with  whom  I  have  acted,  j 
in  rolling  back  the  black  and  bitter  waters  of  sec-  ! 
tional  strife,  denounced  as  unworthy  of  reliance — 
all  in  one  grand  mass  excommunicated  from 
communion  and  fellowship  with  the  democratic  ' 
church — in  a  single  verse,  and  told,  too,  that  we  I 
are  less  to  be  tolerated  than  our  political  opponents,  I 
I  feel  inclined  to  repel,  in  pointed  and  emphatic  i 
phrase,  a  denunciation  so  wholesale  and  unjust. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  call  the  honorable  gentle-  ! 
man’s  attention  to  the  resolutions  of  the  7th  of 
January,  1847,  the  10th  of  January,  1848,  and  to  like 
resolutions  of  1849,  of  his  own  State  Legislature,  j 

Mr,  DICKINSON.  I  cannot  now  speak  of  the  j 
exact  import  of  the  resplutions.  They  w’ere  doubt-  jj 
less  of  an  anti-slavery  character,  and  similar  to  ji 
those  passed  hy  other  Legislatures,  North.  It  is  jj 
well  known  that  I  differed  with  those  who  passed 
them  upon  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  ques¬ 
tion,  and  this  responsibility  I  will  settle  with  those  j 
who  have  a  right  to  call  me  to  account,  and  not 
with  those  who  have  not.  The  Legislatures  which 
passed  them  have  been  sometimes  considerably  di¬ 
vided  among  themselves.  Sometimes  they  have 
passed  with  great  and  sometimes  with  less  una-  I 
mmity.  The  northern  sentiment  upon  the  subject 
of  slavery  is  in  many  respects  entirely  dissimilar  . 
to  those  of  the  South;  but  when  we  are  told  that  j 
there  must  be  a  sectional  issue  raised  because  of 
this,  let  the  voice  which  so  declares  come  from  the 
North  or  from  the  Sfiuth,  I  stand  here  to  repudiate 
it.  The  people  of  the  North  regard  the  question 
of  slavery  as  a  constitutional  guarantee,  precisely 
as  do  the  people  of  the  South,  and  as  such  are 
ready  to  respect  it.  It  is  the  political  agitators  in 
both  sections  who  have  made  all  the  mischief.  Sir, 
rake  a  small  number  of  men  out  of  the  northern 
and  also  out  of  the  southern  sections  of  this  Union, 
or  silence  their  clamor,  and  this  accursed  agitation  j 
could  be  settled  in  less  than  a  single  week.  I  am 
for  maintaining  the  Union  in  spirit  as  well  as  in  j 
form;  and  I  have  deprecated  the  assaults  which  I 
have  seen  made  upon  the  Constitution  occasionally 
m  the  non-slaveholding  States,  in  the  refusal  to  de¬ 
liver  fugitives  from  service  according  to  a  solemn 
provision  of  that  instrument.  But  this,  sir,  I  look 
upon  as  a  matter  which  must  be  reformed  at  home, 
as  it  will  be  by  a  sound  and  healthy  public  opin-  j 
ion,  when  it  shall.set  a  just  estimate  upon  the  in-  j 
terference  of  political  agitators,  and  condemn  a 
morality  that  is  purer  than  the  fundamental  law. 
But  I  will  not  even  dwell  upon  the  alleged  errors 
of  any  section  of  my  country.  If  she  has  ever 


been  astray,  rather  th^c  •  .  "late  it,  I  would, 
like  the  son  of  the.er  Ip  walk  back¬ 

ward  and  cast  the  mantie  >  ->ent  over  it. 
I  desire  to  preserve  in  all  it;  nous  in¬ 
heritance  which  our  fathers  _  ^ee  the 

South  secure  in  the  full  possess.  lent 

of  their  constitutional  rights.  I  hav  ’ 

when  I  thought  them  right,  regardless 
will  now  aid  in  shielding  them  from  unj 
proper  aggressions  upon  their  institutions, 
struggle  numerically  they  are  the  weaker  party, 
when  I  have  seen  them  unjustly  assaulted  and  as¬ 
sailed,  my  sympathies  have  been  with  them;  and  I 
have  exposed  and  denounced  not  only  the  sectional 
agitators,  but  have  warned  those  againstexcitement 
whose  views  and  intentions  are  just,  but  who 
have  been  provoked  to  retaliation  by  just  such 
wholesale  sectional  assaults  as  are  now  heaped  upon, 
the  North  by  the  Senator  from  Alabama.  Sir, 
crimination  begets  recrimination;  and  although  men 
may  put  on  the  garb  of  philosophy  for  an  occa¬ 
sion,  they  are  yet  liable  to  be  betrayed  by  impulse 
and  excitement;  and  when  they  hear  distinguished 
southern  men  day  after  day  making  sectional  ap¬ 
peals,  grouping  all  together  and  condemning  all 
in  gross,  without  stint  or  exception,  they  in  their 
turn  will  make  other  declarations,  and  thus  the 
work  goes  on.  One  sectional  agitator  begets  an¬ 
other — a  blow  given  brings  a  blow  in  return,  and 
thus  sectional  agitation  makes  the  meat  it  feeds 
on.  I  have  already  said  I  regretted  that  this  sub¬ 
ject  has  been  introduced.  Allow  me  to  say,  that 
1  do  not  regret  that  it  is  about  to  reach  its  culmi¬ 
nating  poiiit.  I  care  not  how  soon  this  may  be 
the  case.  I  believe  that  the  great  mass  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  Sou >Ja  are  honest,  just,  and  generous, 
and  that  all  they  desire  is  to  remain  secure  in  the 
possession  of  their  rights.  I  believe  too,  sir,  that 
the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  the  North  are 
equally  just  a^d  equally  generous,  and  true  to  the 
Constitution,  and  that  they  too  desire  nothing 
more  than  what  they  deem  to  be  their  rights,  and 
the  rights  of  the  whole  people,  and  best  calculated 
to  advance  the  honor  of  the  Confederacy  and  the 
interest  and  happiness  of  mankind.  When  reviled 
I  will  not  revile  again.  I  will  by  no  means  repu¬ 
diate  the  southern  Democracy.  They  have  too 
often  proved  themselves  worthy  of  the  name  they 
bear.  Nor,  sir,  upon  the  question  of  this  Union, 
much  and  radically  as  I  differ  with  them  upon 
other  questions,  will  I  repudiate  the  patriotic 
among  our  opponents.  This  question  shoots  too 
deep  and  stretches  too  high  to  be  measured  by  po¬ 
litical  parties;  and  when  the  day  of  trial  comes,  if 
come  it  does,  every  patriotic  man  will  breast  him¬ 
self  for  the  shock,  and  sectional  agitators  will  be 
foiled.  The  Constitution  throws  its  broad  cegis 
over  this  mighty  Republic;  and  its  pe'ople  worship 
at  its  shrine  with  more  than  an  Eastern  devotion. 
They  have  contemplated  the  priceless  value  of  the 
Union.  They  have  thought  of  ‘the  blood  and 
tears  by  which  it  was  purchased.  They  see  the 
proud  vessel  bearing  majestically  onward,  and  they 
exclaim  in  the  language  of  the  poet: 

“  Thou,  too,  sail  on,  O  ship  of  State  ! 

Sail  on,  O  Union,  strong  and  great ! 

Humanity  with  all  its  fears, 

With  all  the  hope  of  future  years. 

Is  hanging  breathless  on  thy  fate  ; 

We  know  what  master  laid  thy  keel, 

What  workmen  wrought  thy  l  ibs  of  steel-; 

Who  made  each  mast,  and  sail,  and  rope, 

What  anvils  rang,  what  hammers  beat, i 
In  what  a  forge  and  what  a  heat 
Were  shaped  the  anchors  of  thy  hope.” 
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They  will  cheer  on  this  noble  ship;  they  will 
stand  by  this  Constitution;  they  will  adhere  to  this 
Union;  and  although  the  northern  people  are  op¬ 
posed  to  the  institution  of  slavery,  the  great  mass  j 
of  them  have  no  intention  or  disposition  to  trench  j 
improperly  upon  tbe  constitutional  rights  of  the  I 
South;  and  this  they  will  prove,  should  the  occa¬ 
sion  arise,  even  though' they  should  sell  their  lives 
in  her  defence.  Sir,  if  it  should  come  to  the  worst, 
as  it  never  will,  so  firmly  are  the  northern  people  l 
devoted  to  the  Constitution,  that  if  armed  incendi-  ! 
arism,  foreign  or  domestic,  should  push  her  mad  j 
crusade  against  the  South,  apd  she  be  placed  in 
peril,  I  am  free  to  declare,  I  would,  and  so  I  believe 
would  every  patriotic  man  of  the  free  States  who 
had  a  sword  to  draw,  draw  it  in  defence  of  their 
southeren  brethren,  and  of  the  rights  guarantied  to 
them  by  a  common  compact,  and  stand  by  them  to 
the  death.  [Applause.]  But,  sir,  they  will  only 
stand  by  her  when  she  is  right;  and  so  long  as  she 
is  so,  no  sword  wiil  be  called  into  requisition,  ex-  i 
cept  against  a  foreign  and  a  common  foe.  The  | 
very  heat,  natural  and  artificial,  to  which  sectional  ! 
agitation  has  attained,  will  work  its  own  cure.  It  ; 
will  burn  itself  out.  Northern  agitators  and  south-  ! 
cm  agitators  will  find  themselves  side  by  side  in 
their  errand  of  rnuiuai  miscmef.  And  the  great 
mass  of  the  American  people  will  look  upon  this 
Union  as  it  is,  and  upon  southern  rights  and  north¬ 
ern  rights  as  they  are,  and  will  stand  by  them  nnd 
protect  them. 

These  territorial  questions,  this  District  of  Co¬ 
lumbia  question,  the  question  of  jurisdiction  in 
forts  arid  dock-yards,  arsenals  and  navy-yards, 
and  so  forth,  are  mostly  questions  temporary  in 
their  character;  and  together  with  fiVe  question  of 
fugitives  from  service  would  be  soon  settled  by  the 
good  sense  of  the  right-minded,  were  it  not  for  the 
wholesale  denunciations  of  men  grouped  together 
in  whole  communities  and  States,  on*one  hand  de¬ 
nouncing  the  North,  the  North,  the  North;  and  on 
the  other  hand  the  South,  the  South,  the  South,  j 
This  provokes  the  greater  part  of  this  struggle;  and  | 
J  would  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  more  wise 
if  gentlemen  would  exercise  a  little  forbearance, 
always  remembering  the  saying,  “  let  him  that  is  , 
without  sin  cast  the  first  stone.”  I  am  willing  to  ! 
admit  that  the  great  mass  of  our  southern  friends 
treat  this  question  as  it  should  be  treated;  and  I 
am  pleased  to  see  them  stand  up  boldly  as  they 
do  for  their  right  of  being  let  alone.  I  am  gratified  to  i 
hear  them,  in  a  proper  spirit,  stand  by  their  insti¬ 
tutions  and  defend  them;  for  it  serves  to  show, 
what  some  seem  practically  to  forget,  that  this 
Confederacy  is  a  sisterhood  of  free  and  independ¬ 
ent  States  associated  for  a  few  common  purposes, 
and  not  a  consolidated  Federal  Government.  The 
North  and  the  South  stand  together  upon  one  great  j 
constitutional  platform,  and  neither  has  a  right,  to 
claim  superiority  over  the  other.  The  people  of 
the  South  have  institutions  that  are  sensitive  and 
that  can  be  endangered  by  agitation  in  the  North, 
and  in  opposing  such  agitation  I  have  been  will¬ 
ing  to  throw  myself  into  the  breach  to  turn  it 
aside;  I  have  attempted  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
northern  people — nay,  of  the  whole  American  peo¬ 
ple — to  the  danger  of  agitating  this  question;  and 
I  would  say  in  all  kindness  to  my  friend  from 
Alabama  that  he  gives  more  food  in  one  speech  for 
the  nourishment  of  the  Abolition  movement  than 
all  the  Garrisons,  Wendell  Phillipses,  and  Abby 
Folsoms,  and  all  the  speeches  of  all  the  “  Free 
Soil”  agitators  and  abolition  demagogues  put  to¬ 


gether.  He  does  more  to  provoke  assaults 
upon  the  institutions  of  the  South  than  all  that/ 
abolitionism  has  ever  been  able  toaccomplish  iri  t.be 
hour  of  its  most  fiendish  triumphs.  1  beg  of  that 
honorable  Senator  when  he  has  anything  to  say- 
hereafter — unless  he  is  impelled  by  a  strong  sense 
of  duty — that  he  will  not  attempt  to  foment  and 
carry  on  this  sectional  agitation.  To  what  end 
and  to  whose  good  will  result  the  dissolution  of 
this  Union,  from  the  contemplation  of  which  every 
patriotic  mind  instinctively  recoils  with  horror? 

I  sing  no  hosannas  to  a  Union  without  a  consti¬ 
tution.  I  admit  that  when  the  life  and  spirit  have 
departed,  theframe-work  will  be  valueless  and  will, 
tumble  to  decay.  But  the  spirit  has  not  yet  de- •' 
parted — the  life  is  not.  yet  gone.  It  is  true  it  has 
received  many  assaults,  but  it  is  capable  of  receiv¬ 
ing  and  sustaining  many  more.  Let  those  who 
are  disposed  to  indulge  in  agitation  ask  for  the 
rights  guarantied  by  the  Constitution  only;  but 
when  they  ask  for  these,  let  them  notask  for  what 
the  Constitution  does  not  guaranty.  Let  them  not 
provoke  assaults  themselves,  while  decrying  the 
assaults  they  invite. 

The  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama  repudiates 
and  casts  off  the  northern  Democracy.  They  will, 
however,  do  no  suoh  tiling  who  him.  ’I  hey  will 
retain  him  in  full  membership,  but  endeavor  to 
teach  him  some  instructive  and  useful  lessons.  And 
upon  this  subject  of  reading  out  the  entire  Democ¬ 
racy  of  fifteen  States  of  this  Union,  they  will  re¬ 
quest  my  young  friend  from  Alabama  to  tarry  a  . 
while  at  Jericho  until  his  beard  shall  have  grown. 
[Laughter.]  I  greatly  admired  parts  of  a  speech, 
which  that  honorable  Senator  delivered  here  a  few 
days  since.  He  therein  depicted  the  position  of 
the  South  in  glowing  and  eloquent  terms,  and  in  a 
manner  which  was  well  calculated  to  call  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  American  people  to  this  question.  Ami 
if  we  could  at  all  times  keep  in  view  the  high  des¬ 
tiny  of  this  nation,  and  the  high  duties  of  those 
clothed  with  power, — ifthe  American  people  would 
set  their  seal  upon  political  hobby-riding  for  a  mis¬ 
erable  party  advantage  upon  questions  of  this  im¬ 
port, — there  would  be  no  trouble;  or  none  which 
j  did  not  exist  at  the  time  of  the  original  formation 
of  this  Government.  This  question  of  slavery  was 
one  of  difficulty  then;  and  the  same  spirit  of  pa¬ 
triotism  which  rose  above  it  then,  the  same  prin¬ 
ciples  of  compromise  which  led  to  the  formation 
of  the  Constitution,  must  preserve  it.  The  Democ¬ 
racy  of  the  North  are  not,  and  cannot  be  made,  a 
mere  sectional  party.  Our  Government,  in  one 
sense,  exists  in  the  organization  of  national  politi¬ 
cal  parties;  we  have  nothing  separated  from  poli¬ 
tics.  If  you  make  a  sectional  party  in  the  North,, 
you  will  by  the  same  act  make  a  sectional  party 
in  the  South.  If  you  thus  divide  the  Democratic 
party  you  will  also  divide  the  Whig  party;  and 
when  you  divide  these  parties  into  sectional  por¬ 
tions,  the  result  will  prove  that  you  might  as  well 
put  an  end  to  the  Constitution  and  the  Union. 

I  have  spoken  only  because  I  felt  assured  tha: 
the  remarks  of  the  Senator  had  a  direct  tendency 
to  create  and  foster  sectionalism,  and  to  produce., 
what  we  all  deprecate,  a  division  of  political  par¬ 
ties  by  a  sectional  line — the  formation  of  provis¬ 
ional  sectional  governments,  and  then  a  dissolution 
of  the  Union.  Sir,  this  Union  can  never  be  dis¬ 
solved,  if  representatives  in  Congress  will  only  do 
their  duty.  If  they  will  abide  by  the  principle# 
^vhich  their  fathers  taught  them;  if  they  will  tre&c 
each  other  with  kindness,  and  courtesy,  and.  coxy- 
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'Ciiiation;  if  they  wilt  bear  and  forbear,  and  be  as 
Arm  and  as  true  as  the  masses  of  the  people,  all 
will  go  well,  and  this  Republic  will  be  able  to  out-  [ 
■‘ide  the  dark  lowering  storms  which  threaten  its 
"existence. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  1  have  heard  the  question 
raised  several  times  during  this  debate,  whether 
the  call  of  the  House  of  Representatives  had  been 
answered,  and  I  have  heard  it  denied  that  it  had 
been.  I  got  a  member  of  the  House  to  ask  the 
Speaker  whether  it  had  been  answered,  and  the  : 
Speaker  replied  that  he  was  not  aware  that  any 
answer  had  been  received.  I  hope,  therefore,  as 
it  obviates  the  whole  necessity  of  laying  this  res¬ 
olution  on  the  table,  that  there  will  be  no  further 
objection  to  its  adoption. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  1  am  very  sorry  for  the  direc¬ 
tion  that  this  debate  has  taken.  Lam  sorry  for  j 
the  position  taken,  and  the  feelings  which  have 
been  excited;  arid,  as  a  member  of  this  body  from 
the  South,  entertaining  very  different  sentiments 
"rom  the  honorable  Senator  from  Alabama,  who 
has  just  addressed  the  Senate  on  this,  subject,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  disclaim  the  opinions  he  has  ex¬ 
pressed  in  relation  to  it.  I  do  not,  Mr.  President, 
understand  that  when  the.  Senator  from  Illinois, 
some  days  ago  moved  to  lay  this  resolution  upon 
the  table,  it  was  with  any  intention  to  defeat  ir,  or 
screen  the  Administration  from  this  investigation, 
ori  account  of  its  connection  with  the  subject  of 
slavery.  I  take  this  occasion  to  say,  Mi .  Presi¬ 
dent,  that  1  have  known  the  Senator  and  acted 
with  him  for  some  time  here.  1  have  always 
found  him,  and  1  believe  that  I  shall  always  find 
him  hereafter,  straightforward  and  direct.  He 
says  what  he  means,  and  does  what  he  says;  and 
when  he  declares  to  the  whole  Senate  here  that  lie 
made  the  motion,  not  for  the  purpose  of  defeating 
the  resolution,  but  with  the  object  of  getting  up 
some  other  resolution,  1  believe  the  South  will  be¬ 
lieve  it,  and  will  consider  it  a  motion  and  a  vote, 
not  with  reference  to  constitutional  questions  and 
rights,  but  with  reference  to  a  temporary  conve¬ 
nience  only.  • 

If,  then,  any  of  the  southern  members  here,  or 
southern  men  elsewhere,  are  disposed  to  turn  out 
of  the  democratic  party  all  of  that  branch  of  the 
party  residingat  the  North,  I  am  not  one,  sir,  and 
-..Jo  not  wish  to  be  so  understood.  I  do  not  believe, 
Mr.  President,  that  they  are  against  ns.  I  think 
that  their  whole  history  has  shown  that  they  are 
not  unfriendly  to  us,  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  the 
most  useful  and  efficient  exertions  have  been  made 
in  our  behalf  by  them. 

I  believe,  Mr.  President,  that  this  question  is  to 
be  settled ,  and  settled  without  commotion  and  with¬ 
out  disunion,  and  whoever  agitates  this  subject  the 
more  by - 

Mr.  CLEMENS,  (interposing.)  I  rise  to  say 
that  it  is  unfair  to  continue  this  discussion,  and 
comment  upon  my  remarks  when  I  was  stopped 
in  the  midst  of  them,  at  the  suggestion  of  an  hon¬ 
orable  Senator. 

Mr.  DAVIS,  of  Mississippi.  The  Senator  is 
right.  1  interrupted  the  Senator  just  at  the  point 
when  he  was  going  into  the  proofs  to  show  how 
far  the  Democracy  of  the  North  is  infected  with 
the  spirit  of  abolitionism.  What  his  conclusion 
would  have  been,  therefore,  he  has  a  perfect  right 
to  say  that  no  one  can  know.  What  proofs  he 
intended  to  submit,  it  is  impossible  for  any  one  to  j 
»ay.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  advantage  will  not  be  1| 
;aken.  to  comment  upon  the  few  remarks  that  the  . 


honorable  Senator  did  submit  in  part,  as  he  wai 
induced  to  give  way  at  that  point  for  the  very  whole¬ 
some  purpose  of  stopping  an  agitation  which  might 
lead  to  still  more  disagreeable  consequences. 

I  am  one  of  those  who  have  seen  northern  Dem¬ 
ocrats  stand  firm  under  the  most  trying  circum¬ 
stances;  and  I  admired  them  the  more  for  the 
danger  which  I  believe  they  encountered  in  their 
advocacy  of  our  rights.  The  Senator  from  New 
York  [Mr.  Dickinson]  has  come  out  more  boldly 
to-day  in  the  expression  of  his  opinions  than  ever 
before;  and  I  venture  to  affirm,  that  never  was  he 
so  poorly  sustained  at  home  as  in  the  present  crisis. 
I  admire  him  the  more  that  his  courage  rises  the 
higher,  the  greater  the  danger  which  surrounds 
him.  He  expresses  hopes  which  I  trust  will  be 
fulfilled.  I  trust  that  the  dangers  which  now 
threaten  will  be  removed,  and  that  the  further  dis¬ 
cussion  of  this  question  will  prove  that  he  is  not 
alone  upon  this  floor. 

The  PRESIDING  OFFICER,  (interposing.) 
Does  the  Senator  from  Louisiana  [Mr.  Downs] 
yield  the  floor? 

Mr.  DOWNS.  For  explanation. 

Mr.  DAVIS  resumed.  The  Senator  from  New 
York  has  not  been  alone.  Other  Senators  have 
been  ready  to  sustain  the  Constitution,  though 
they  may  have  been  against  the  institution  in  the 
abstract.  They  have  frequently  taken  occasion  to 
avow  that  although,  as  an  abstract  opinion,  they 
were  opposed  to  slavery,  yet,  in  their  legislative 
action,  they  were  ready  to  stand  by  the  Constitu¬ 
tion.  Nor  is  this  confined  entirely  to  our  own 
party.  Who  does  not  remember  the  response,  of 
the  Senator  from  Vermont,  upon  the  discussion  of 
the  compromise  bill,  and  how  boldly  he  sustained 
the  Constitution,  notwithstanding  the  differences 
of*  his  own  private  opinion  r  1  must  repeat,  that 
it  is  my  conviction  that  any  remarks  bringing  out 
again  the  controversy  in  which  the  Senator  from 
Alabama  [Mr.  Clemens]  was  arrested  cannot  be 
otherwise  than  injurious. 

Mr.  DOWNS  J  only  wish  to  say  a  word,  sir. 
I  did  not  intend,  in  rising,  to  analyze  the  extent  to 
which  the  Senator  from  Alabama  [Mr.  Clemens] 
went.  But  what  he  says  here  will  go  abroad. 
What  1  wish  to  say.  and  what  I  will  now  say,  is, 
that  what  he  has  avowed  does  not  agree  with  my 
opinion.  I  do  not  approve  of  his  assertion,  and  I 
thought  it  proper  i> ml  necessary  that  some  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  party  from  the  South  should  seize  on 
this  occasion  to  say  this  much  on  that  pojpt.  I 
am  very  glad  that  the  Senator  from  Alabama  did 
not  proceed  with  his  argument;  still,  he  proceeded 
far  enough  to  attract  attention  on  this  point,  and 
to  lead  to  the  impression  that  other  members  of  the 
South  and  other  citizens  of  the  South  might  be 
disposed  to  go  as  far  as  he  did.  It  was  to  disclaim 
that,  and  for  nothing  more,  that  l  took  the  floor. 
It  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  debating  this  subject, 
which  I  should  not  wish  to  do,  after  the  excite¬ 
ment  here,  but  especially  after  the  explanation  of 
the  honorable  Senator  from  Illinois,  [Mr.  Doug¬ 
las,]  who  tells  us  that  the  statement  of  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  a  reply  by  the  House  of  Representatives  is 
a  mistake  altogether;  and  how  it  got  here,  I  do  not 
know'.  I  wish  to  say  I  think  we  ought  now,  by 
common  consent,  to  endeavor  to  pour  oil  upon  the 
troubled  waters.  I  hope  the  proposition  will  be 
adopted,  [several  Senators:  “Agreed,”]  and  es¬ 
pecially  that  there  will  not  be  a  single  southern 
State  which  will  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  can  explain,  sir,  howthig 
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matter  got  here.  It  was  stated  by  members  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  also  by  other  Sen¬ 
ators  to  me,  that  the  answer  to  these  resolutions 
was  received  in  the  House.  This  is  the  fact.  The 
answer  is  there;  but  it  has  not  been  opened.  The 
Speaker  could  not  have  read  it;  and  therefore  he 
answered  that  he  did  not  know  the  fact.  The  an¬ 
swer,,  however,  is  there. 

Mr.  DOWNS.  Will  the  Senator  allow  me  to 
state,  that  all  the  information  I  have  received,  I 
have  received  from  the  Senator  from  Illinois.  I 
have,  however,  no  doubt  of  its  accuracy. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  The  answer  of  the  Speaker, 
as  I  understood  it,  was,  that  he  knew  not  of  any 
answer  having  been  received. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  The  answer  is  there,  but  it 
has  not  yet  been  opened.  I  would  say,  however, 
that  if  it  is  not  likely  to  be  reached  soon,  I  will 
take  another  course.  1  will  be  perfectly  willing 
that  this  resolution  should  be  adopted  here,  and 
that  we  should  have  the  answer  where  we  can 
reach  it. 

And  now,  sir,  I  have  one  other  matter  to  which 
I  would  advert  in  relation  to  myself.  In  relation 
to  what  I  said  in  reference  to  the  northern  Democ¬ 
racy,  I  hold  myself  prepared  to  prove  that  we  can¬ 
not  at  any  time  rely  on  anybody  at  the  North.  I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  are  not  here  and 
there  in  different  States  individuals  whq  are  willing 
to  go  with  us;  but  1  hold  myself  prepared  to  prove 
that  we  cannot  rely  upon  either  party.  1  hold 
myself  prepared  to  prove  that  what  the  Senator 
from  New  Hampshire  said  is  true — that  both  par¬ 
ties  have  been  bragging  for  abolition  votes,  and 
the  question  now  is,  which  will  go  the  furthest? 
I  hold  myself  prepared  to  prove  this,  and  in  all 
probability  1  shall  prove  it  before  the  close  of  the 
session. 

I  think,  sir,  the  Senator  from  New  York  is  per¬ 
fectly  right.  He  complains  of  my  age - 

Mr.  DICKINSON.  Only  officially. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  Well,  I  will  make  no  such 
complaint  with  regard  to  him;  but  I  would  observe 
that  the  Legislature  of  the  State  which  he  repre¬ 
sents  have  for  three  successive  sessions  adopted 
resolutions  against  the  institution  of  slavery.  1 
know  that  he  is, sound,  and  that  one  or  two  others 
here  are  sound  on  this  question.  I  know  there 
are  men  scattered  through  the  entire  North  who 
are  with  us,  but  their  Legislatures  are  against  us; 
their  people  are  against  us;  and  so  far  as  that  goes 
I  maintain  that  it  is  true,  and  I  am  ready  to  prove 
it.  The  Senator  from  Louisiana  will  not  dispute 
it,  for  it  is  a  fact  as  notorious  to  him  as  to  me.  I 
do  not  mean  to  say  that  there  are  not  some  Senators 
who  are  sound  on  this  question.  I  believe  the  dis¬ 
tinguished  Senator  from  Michigan  [Mr.  Cass]  is; 
and  believe  the  Senator  from  Pennsylvania,  over 
there,  [Mr.  Sturgeon,]  is;  at  least  I  have  seen  no 
disposition  on  his  part  to  trench  on  the  rights  of  the 
South;  but  that  does  not  make  the  people  they  rep¬ 
resent  sound.  We  know  that  they  are  not  sound 
on  the  question.  Now,  sir,  I  shall  do  what  some 
of  my  friends  have  suggested  I  should  do,  and  that 
is,  to  make  an  apology  to  the  Senator  from  Illinois. 
I  am  told  that  my  manner  towards  him  was  too 


much  excited,  and  I  think  it  was.  I  am  sorry  1 
should  have  said  anything  of  that  character  when 
his  intentions  were  not  in  the  least  offensive.  I  am 
persuaded  that  I  ought  to  have  met  his  advance*? 
with  more  cordiality  at  the  time.  I  regret  that, 
anything  of  the  sort  should  have  occurred;  and  I 
will  make  him  one  of  the  promises  of  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi,  when  he  promises  not  to  speak 
so  much.  [Laughter.]  I  promise  that  I  will  en¬ 
deavor  to  keep  my  temper.  ' 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  wish  now  to  call  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  junior  Senator  from  Alabama,  in  a 
spirit  of  kindness,  to  the  fact  that,  under  his  cx~ 

I  citement,  he  charged  me  very  boldly  with  having; 
i  been  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  this  resolution  be- 
i  fore  it  had  been  answered  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
!  sentatives,  and  that  I  had  only  been  in  favor  of  it 
!  when  it  was  found  that  the  information  sought  to- 
be  obtained  by  this  resolution  had  been  acquired. 

|  Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  did  not  make  any  such 
charge.  What  I  said  was,  that  such  a  supposition 
was  fairly  deducible  from  the  course  which  the 
Senator  from  Illinois  had  pursued. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  am  glad  to  hear  the  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  Senator,  and  to  find  that  the  deduc¬ 
tion  was  unfounded.  I  will  merely  now  call  at¬ 
tention  to  the  fact  that  the  answer  has  not  been  re¬ 
ceived;  that  we  are  not  officially  aware  that  there 
|  is  yet  any  ahsvver,  or,  if  there  be,  whether  it  j» 
satisfactory  or  not,  as  the  seal  has  not  yet  been 
broken.  1  wish  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  I 
have  been  charged  with  a  knowledge  of  this 
answer,  or  at  least  that  this  inference  has  been 
drawn;  and  I  would  ask  whether' it  was  not  due 
that  that  should  be  disavowed,  as  I  have  freely 
and  frankly  disavowed  everything  that  was  con¬ 
sidered  offensive. 

Mr.  CLEMENS.  I  meant  nothing  offensive  to 
the  Senator.  I  made  no  charge.  I  simply  stated 
that  it  was  deducible.  I  did  not  mean  to  make  the 
charge  before,  and  I  do  not  make  it  now. 

Mr.  DOUGLAS.  I  am  much  gratified  at  the 
declaration  of  the  Senator  from  Alabama.  I  do 
not  believe  the  Senator  said  what  he  did  in’  any 
unkindness  to  me,  or  with  any  disposition  to  get 
up  a  controversy,  but  that  it  was  more  by  accident 
than  otherwise.  I  hope,  therefore,  the  subject 
will  be  dropped. 

Mr.  WHITCOMB.  Neither  the  state  of  my 
health,  nor  my  inclination,  prompt  me  to  prolong 
this  discussion.  I  am  sorry  it  has  been  carried  to 
such  a  length,  and  l  hope  this  resolution  will  not 
again  be  laid  upon  the  table,  i  hope  it  will  be 
adopted,  and  that  the  yeas  "and  nays  will  be  called 
for.  I  voted  before  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  the 
same  reason  that  induced  the  Senator  from  Illinois 
to  move  to  lay  it  there.  I  am  satisfied  that  many 
northern  Senators  voted  for  the  same  motion  un¬ 
der  the  same  motive,  and  I  think  it  is  but  fair  that 
we  should  have  an  opportunity  of  placing  our¬ 
selves  right  on  the  record.  I  ask,  therefore,  for 
the  yeas  and  yeas. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive. 
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